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Signor Mussolini. He appreciated from the first the
growth in strength that was likely to follow upon
the Nazification of Germany, and the consequent
change in the existing status in Europe. His proposal
therefore was that Britain, France, Germany and
Italy should form a Four Power Pact, which would
ensure a measure of consultation between these lead-
ing powers. Opposition came to the scheme from
the lesser Powers, and notably the near-great
Powers such as Poland, who feared that decisions
affecting matters of common European interest might
be taken over their heads. Neither Great Britain nor
France was anxious to offend the smaller Powers,
who were their fellow-members of the League of
Nations, and consequently, although the Pact was
signed in Rome, it remained a dead letter. Despite
this failure, Signor Mussolini continued to pursue a
realistic policy in Europe. He realized that a spread
of German domination in Central and South-eastern
Europe must be detrimental to, if not destructive of
the position which Italy had built up for herself in
the Danube countries. This consideration had"
already prompted Italy to veto, with doubtful
morality, the proposals put forward in 1931 for a
Customs Union between Austria and Republican
Germany. Now, with the supersession of Republican
Germany by the more menacing Government of
Heir Hitler, the Duce hastened to strengthen his
position in Central and South-eastern Europe. He
was the acknowledged protector of Dr. Dolfuss, who
in March of 1933 suspended parliamentary govern-
ment in Austria, and became virtually a dictator.
By the Rome Protocols the policies of Hungary and
Austria were virtually united under Italian direction,
and the potential German menace even brought about
a rapprochement between Italy and Jugoslavia,
which were normally sundered by traditional hostility.